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CHAYE SARAH

Worthy Rabbi, Cantor, my dear parents, relatives, and friends:

At this solemn moment, ... as I assume my obligations as a
full-fledged member of my people, ... I raise my voice and prayer to
Almighty God. Humbly, ... I beseech Him, ... to grant me wisdom,

«+. Courage, and inspiration ... so that my PROMISES of today shall

become my DEEDS of tomorrow.
I am fully aware that "Bar Mitzvah" is not a passing occasion.
«+++ It is a symbol for Jewish responsibility throughout life. ...
Thus one becomes Bar Mitzvah on his 13th birthday, ... and continues
to be a Bar Mitzvah for the rest of his life.
I extend a hearty welcome to all ... who came to participate in
this service ... and to share in the joy of this occasion with me,
«+. especially Granny Bee. Grandpa Sam. Ouma and Louis. Cyril,
Lydia, and my favorite cousin, Dunni, all of whom have travelled
from South Africa, to be here with us today.
It is only natural that I should turn for a motto and guide

-++. for my future conduct ... to that book which is the SOURCE of
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all MORAL .... teachings for civilized man - ... our Torah. The
section designated for today ... relates the fascinating story of
the meeting of Isaac aﬁd Rebecca. It is a gimple tale, ... yet it
contains TRUTHS that are most INSPIRING. .... Our forefather,
Abraham, was concerned with the continuation of his ideals and
teachings. ... He wanted his son to create the kind of home which
his wife ... Sarah had created for him. He, .... therefore, sent
his most trusted servant Eliezer, to gelect a bride for Isaac. ...
ELIEZER had a difficult ... task to perform, but he succeeded in
finding someone ... who would carry on the traditions of his
master's house. The test to which he put Rebecca is most
interesting. He stationed himself with his camels near the well
outside the city ... where Rebecca lived and then tested her

character. He agsked for water for himself, but she said

"Drink my Lord and I will give thy camels drink also." With this
gesture Rebecca proved that she could be a worthy successor to our

first matriarch, ... Sarah.
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The Bible here emphasizes that kindness is a virtue ... that
far exceeds everything else in human character. The A-,B-,C of
religion ... ig kindnecs. This trait was practiced by our people
through the years ... and became the cornerstone of all religious
OBSERVANCES. It is true that we were not always repaid with
kindness for our kindly deeds, ... but ... we were always aware of
the fact that we could not call ourselves a godly people if we

abandoned this virtue.

As I become an accepted and welcomed member of my religious
community, I shall make the virtue shown by Rebecca the true test of
my religious experience. It ghall be my aim to reflect the typical

kindness and generosity of the Jewish people in my daily life.

It is hard to express in words the feeling of gratitude in my
heart for my dear ... and beloved parents. This Bar Mitzvah
ceremony offers the occasion to think about the wonderful home, the
watchful care and the many opportunities which my parents
have provided for me. I shall earnestly endeavor to follow in

their footsteps, ... OTHER than emigrating;again.
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Rabbi and Cantor Dean, ... your patience in getting me through

my Bar Mitzvah .... will be remembered by me forever. ... I am very

grateful to the debt I owe you both ... for instructing me in the

Jewish way of life. It shall be my aim to translate your teachings

into practice.

THANK YOU ALL FOR BEING HERE TODAY.

AMEN




